flans Christian Andersen: A biograpp y

Procedure:

1.- Divide the class into two groups A and B and give each one a version of the text. Tell
them to read it carefully and to learn the most important data by heart. Give them about 10
— 15 minutes. Then collect the text.

2.- Pair students from group A with students from group B so that each member of the pair
has read one version of the text. Tell to find the eight differences between the two texts and
to write them down. Point out that the easiest way to find the differences would be to tell
each other as many data as they remember from the biography. If they cannot find the eight
differences, let them read the text again after some minutes.

3.- When they finish, tell them to go on the Internet to check which information is true.
They can use the link on the text.

AndersenFairyTales.com presents
The Story of Hans Christian Andersen

Hans Christian Andersen was Danish. He was born in Odense,
Denmark, on April 2, 1805 and died on August 4, 1875. His
father was a shoemaker, and his mother was a washerwoman
for rich people in large homes. In his stories you will find many
themes of the differences between the poor and wealthy classes.
You will also find the occasional shoemaker.

He left home at age 14 to make his fortune. He was an artist,
and a singer, and an actor, but he was not a success at first. He
grew even poorer and almost died of hunger. He received some
money and could continue his education thanks to the help of
the director of the Royal Theatre. He went to university in
Copenhagen and began his writing.

Andersen was first known as a poet. His first book of fairy tales
was published in 1835. The book was a success, and he followed it with many other volumes of
children’s stories, almost one a year, right up until 1872! Because of his wonderful fairy tales,
Andersen became known as the greatest writer in Denmark, and one of the most beloved
children’s authors in the world. In his lifetime, he wrote more than one hundred and fifty fairy
tales, and his stories have been translated into over 100 languages!

Hans Christian Andersen was tall and skinny with a big nose he always thought that he was
very ugly. His stories show compassion for those who are outcast and suffering. They also make
fun of the spoiled and conceited. His stories teach us that appearances can be deceiving, and
that there is a magical beauty even within the most unlikely characters.
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The Story of Hans Christian Andersen
VERSION A

Hans Christian Andersen was Danish. He was born in Odense,
Denmark, on April 2, 1805 and died on August 4, 1875. His
father was a shoemaker, and his mother was a cook for rich
people in large homes. In his stories you will find many themes
of the differences between the poor and wealthy classes. You will
also find the occasional shoemaker.

He left home at age 14 to make his fortune. He was an artist,
and a singer, and an actor, but he was not a success at first. He
grew even poorer and almost died of hunger. He received some
money and could continue his education thanks to the help of
the director of the Royal Theatre. He went to university in
Odense and began his writing.

Andersen was first known as a novelist. His first book of fairy tales was published in 1835. The
book was a success, and he followed it with many other volumes of children’s stories, almost
one a year, right up until 1872! Because of his wonderful fairy tales, Andersen became known as
the greatest writer in Denmark, and one of the most beloved children’s authors in the world. In
his lifetime, he wrote more than one hundred and fifty fairy tales, and his stories have been
translated into over 100 languages!

Hans Christian Andersen was tall and skinny with a big nose he always thought that he was
very ugly. His stories show compassion for those who are outcast and suffering. They also make
fun of the spoiled and conceited. His stories teach us that appearances can be deceiving, and
that there is a magical beauty even within the most unlikely characters.
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The Story of Hans Christian Andersen
VERSION B

Hans Christian Andersen was Danish. He was born in Odense,
Denmark, on April 2, 1805 and died on August 4, 1875. His
father was a shoemaker, and his mother was a washerwoman
for rich people in large homes. In his stories you will find many
themes of the differences between the poor and wealthy classes.
You will also find the occasional shoemaker.

He left home at age 18 to make his fortune. He was an artist,
and a singer, and an actor, but he was not a success at first. He
grew even poorer and almost died of hunger. He received some
money and could continue his education thanks to the help of
the director of the Royal Theatre. He went to university in
Copenhagen and began his writing.

Andersen was first known as a poet. His first book of fairy tales was published in 1835. The book
was a success, and he followed it with many other volumes of children’s stories, almost one a
year, right up until 1872! Because of his wonderful fairy tales, Andersen became known as the
greatest writer in Denmark, and one of the most beloved children’s authors in the world. In his
lifetime, he wrote more than three hundred fairy tales, and his stories have been translated into
over 200 languages!

Hans Christian Andersen was tall and skinny with a small nose he always thought that he was
very ugly. His stories show compassion for those who are outcast and suffering. They also make
fun of the spoiled and conceited. His stories teach us that appearances can be deceiving, and
that there is a magical beauty even within the most unlikely characters.
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